The Chusan islands are situate in the Yellow Sea, opposite the outlet of the Yang-tse-Kiang, a large river flowing into the Yellow Sea in latitude 31?. 31' N. This was^the great rendezvous of the fleet. The river itself and its banks were the principal scene of all the military operations ; and while the vessels had to sail up this river a considerable distance with troops, in order to carry on the necessary operations with efficiency; and while boats had to pass and repass between the vessels and the shore ; and to land the troops in the month of July under a burning sun, and with the thermometer never below 80?, it will be seen that whether these circumstances were to be regarded as causes of the sickliness which followed ; in the course of from six weeks to two months, that sickness was most extreme and severe; and before the close of tlie quarter every person engaged in active service had been ill, many twice over.
At the close of the year 1841, in consequence of the con- In the treatment of the ulcerative form of disease, Dr Wilson states, that the most effectual remedy by far, was incision of the part, so as to unload the vessels, to diminish swelling, allay heat and pain, and relieve the excessive tension of all the parts. The incisions were carried through the skin, and into the cellular tissue. The effect of this measure as an anodyne was so immediate and complete, that all other opiates and narcotics were abandoned. The appearance of the ulcer improved in proportion.
In the concluding chapter the author gives a sketch of the state of medicine among the Chinese. This is a matter of curiosity rather than utility; but it will be read with some interest; if for no other purpose than to shew the absurdities and foolish fancies, into which the human mind may wander, when under the dominion of superstition and ignorance.
In conclusion, we have only to say that in these Notes, and in a very unpretending form, the author has communicated a great deal of most valuable information. In many respects it is quite new, and drawn from a scene which has hitherto been to the English, as it were, forbidden ground. Where it is not new, it illustrates, enforces, and confirms principles derived from the experience of observers in other countries; and, if those whose interest it is, would study carefully the facts recorded and.the observations made in this work, they would get rid of much ignorance and misconception, and they would be enabled to form correct notions on the nature and origin of endemic diseases in the countries bordering on the equinoctial regions.
